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COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

MEETINGS & EVENTS

chair
 • Ambulance Service Board
 • Outstanding Debt Work Group

vice chair
 • Public Safety and Health Committee 
 • Licenses Committee

member
 •  Finance and Personnel Committee

Dear Neighbors,
As the Garden District completes its 10th anniversary year, the work 
of many people shows that it is still growing and new activities are 
happening. Come down for the Garden District Tree Lighting on 
December 4th to join the community fun. Check out the Garden District 
Wonderland at 6th and Howard.

These are not the only things happening in the Garden District. This 
newsletter contains information on many things happening here.  It 
also gives you information on actions at City Hall and other information 
that can affect you. Check out Scott’s story on Block Heads! No, really. 

As Garden District volunteers work to make the approaching season 
special, we would wish you a great and memorable holiday season.

Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District

TUESDAY, DEC. 4

Tree Lighting

Garden District Farmers’ Market Grounds
6th and Norwich

6:00 PM: Activities begin
7:00 PM: Tree Lighting

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5

Holt Park Area Meeting
Topic: Potential rooming house

Ascension St. Francis Hospital
3237 S. 16th St.
8th floor auditorium

6:00 PM: Meet & greet
6:30 PM: Meeting proper begins
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Hollywood found the 
Garden District 
Parts of two movies were filmed in the Garden District 
this year. Portions of Intoxicated Rain were filmed on 
Manchester Avenue in October. This one is about 
difficulties growing up in one community and then 
entering adulthood in another. The other movie, which 
has the working title of Small Town Wisconsin, had 
portions of it filmed in the manufactured home community 
at 6th and College this summer. It takes place in northern 
Wisconsin, but filming in southern Wisconsin was more 
efficient. We will have to wait to see if they wind up on 
the big screen.  ■

Tree Lighting 
 
On Tuesday, December 4th the Garden District 
Neighborhood Association will host the third annual tree 
lighting at 6th and Norwich in the Farmers’ Market area. 
Starting at 6PM there will be hot chocolate, cookies, 
pictures with Santa, crafts, and district school students 
caroling or performing. At 7PM there will be the tree 
lighting and the kick off of the Garden District Wonderland. 
At 7:15 PM there will be a special performance of the 
historic MPS radio show for children, Secret Clubhouse, 
on the third floor of the Water Tower. There will be other 
surprises so be sure to bring the family to this event. ■

Wonderland 
Last year, I asked people to give the Garden District their 
old lights and lighted lawn displays. Combined with some 
purchased displays, there are now 100 lighted displays 
and over 32,000 lights. The Wonderland Committee (you 
can join if you want by calling 731-0472) will attempt to 
get as many up and operating as we can in time for the 
Tree Lighting and hope to have them up into the New 
Year. If you park in the lot on 6th & Norwich, you and your 
family can see the displays (some small) by walking up 
the path to Howard. If we are successful, we will have a 
route that loops back on the other side of the community 
garden. ■
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Milwaukee Shines, the City of Milwaukee’s solar program, works to 
help homeowners integrate solar power into their homes through a 
citywide approach, creating cleaner air for our community and reducing 
energy costs. Milwaukee Shines is a project of the city’s Environmental 
Collaboration Office (ECO), and works with community partners to 
build a clean energy future. Visit milwaukee.gov/MilwaukeeShines  
to learn more. 

What to do with Electronics 
Items? 
Wisconsin state law bans TVs, computers, and many other 
electronics items from landfills, and it applies not just to 
businesses, but to everybody. The Department of Public 
Works Self Help Centers accept for recycling (at no charge) all 
of the items that fall under the law. 

To learn more about recycling your electronics items, please 
call the city’s United Call Center (286-CITY) at 286-2489, or go 
to the DPW city webpage here: milwaukee.gov/electronics ■

Howell Avenue 
Beautification 
 
This year’s construction on Howell Avenue in 
front of the airport will bring beauty next spring. 
It is at this time that landscaping will begin to 
appear not only on the center islands, but along 
both sides of the street between the sidewalk 
and the curb from Layton to Grange. This 
area is where Milwaukee visitors get their first 
impression of our city.

Who is paying for all this planting and who will 
maintain it? It is the Gateway to Milwaukee 
Business Improvement District or BID. The 
businesses in the area voluntarily pay an 
extra assessment on their taxes to improve 
and promote the area. They have paid for the 
plantings on Layton Avenue, the airport spur 
and other projects. Feel free to thank these 
businesses when you are in them. ■

Farmers’ Market 
 
The Garden District Neighborhood Association is 
exploring opening a Farmers’ Market at the Wilson Park 
Senior Center. At this time, new partners may bring 
in over 20 vendors and provide new promotion. The 
Norwich location may be used for a weekday night 
market. Declining vendors and customers caused the 
group to seek other ways to bring fresh foods to the 
district. ■
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Bring a mat, bring a friend, meet a neighbor! Open Lotus Yoga hosts yoga class at 
the Water Tower. See the Milwaukee South Side Community Yoga Facebook page 
for future dates and locations. Classes are free, donations accepted. 

Howell Avenue Fest? 
I have floated a proposal for a one-day event to businesses on Howell Avenue between Howard and Bolivar, asking 
them to join together for an event in that area on a Saturday in the spring. There are 50 businesses along that 
stretch of Howell. They are not unified in a BID or a business association and this may be a major step forward in 
improving the street.

There will be 13 establishments that sell food in this area by spring. Capitalizing on a common thread can provide 
all business a reason to work together to bring attention and business to the street. There are at least nine new 
businesses owners or business in the last couple of years. I hope that these businesses can bring their ideas of what 
the future can be to the table for improvement of the area. ■

The 3rd Annual Taste of the Gateway in August offered food choices 
from area restaurants offering their best samples along with a 
cooking demo, art displays and music from the string ensemble, 
Voces y Cuerdas de Mexico.

The Garden District celebrated its 10th Birthday at Stories in the 
Garden on August 22nd. The Milwaukee Police Department was 
there to treat everyone to free ice cream to accompany a beautiful 
birthday cake pictured on the front cover of this newsletter.

Is the Health Department 
Changing? 
 
I do believe the Health Department is on the 
road to recovery. I have met with the new Health 
Commissioner and her top administrative staff 
and believe we now have some competent, 
motivated professionals there. This was not the 
case in the past, and I was the only one to vote 
against reappointment of the last Commissioner 
based on what I was seeing and also against 
the interim Commissioner. 46 years of being in 
management gives me some skills others may 
not have in seeing through smoke.

The new Health Commissioner proposed 
a Board of Health to provide oversight, 
which I support. A citizen board with health 
professionals can again guide Milwaukee to 
being a national model. ■ 
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Budget 
 
This year’s budget hearing was the shortest ever as 
only four people came down City Hall to testify. That 
means the Mayor’s budget was non-controversial. 
It is the Common Council Finance and Personnel 
Committee’s job to review it in detail. As member of 
that committee, I sponsored or co-sponsored several 
amendments after further consideration.

The City Call Center proposed increasing wait time on 
hold from 35 seconds to 70 seconds. The amendment 
restored staffing to keep the present wait time.

The Mayor included funds for 90 replacement 
police officers and 10 new positions. I offered an 
amendment to lower that number by 20 but create 30 
Community Service Officers who take lower priority 
calls for police service, freeing up 30 trained police 
officers for other duty. Furthermore, I offered an 
amendment to reduce 20 more police replacements 
and create 28 Correctional Officers positions, freeing 
up 28 more trained police officers that now work as 
bookers for jailing. These two moves are cost neutral 
and provide more police protection than the Mayor’s 
budget. It also gets police on the street earlier since 
the training of these positions is shorter than that of 
a police officer.

Another amendment would discontinue an account 
that had the Municipal Court giving funds to Milwaukee 
Public Schools for Driver’s Education. While I support 
Driver’s Education, the fund was originally seed money 
to start a program. MPS has started and expanded the 
program annually in recent years. The amendment 
transfers the funds to start an anti-littering program in 
the City.

Finally, through a budget footnote, I directed Sanitation 
to do a pilot program on the north and south side 
to conduct a “Choose to Re-use” program. One day 
during the year, people can bring serviceable items 
that they don’t want to a location, and other people 
can come and take what they need. The remaining 
items go to an agency like Goodwill and lower our 
landfill costs.

At the time of this writing, the budget has not been 
adopted. ■

Downspout Disconnect 
Required 
 
MMSD is requiring that residential buildings that have 
up to four families and that are located in the area 
with combined sewers, disconnect their downspouts 
to reduce basement backups and reduce combined-
sewers overflows.  Only the area north of Oklahoma in 
the Garden District has combine sewers and only that 
area is affected. The Department of Public Works will be 
sending letters to those homes with more details. If this 
affects you, the city will fund disconnections in 2019 and 
2020 only. Please read the mailing to save money. ■

Rain Barrel and Rain Gardens 
Training 
 
The Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District (MMSD) 
is seeking partners that want to learn more about what 
they can do to help manage rainwater where it falls to 
minimize the risk of flood damage to their properties. 
They offer workshops on rain barrel and raingarden 
installations. Call 225-2222 for information. ■

Tour the Sewerage District? Yes, groups can get walking tours of the Jones Island Water Reclamation Facility. 
They are offered all year, weather permitting. To schedule a tour call 514-6859 or e-mail Meredith.Whittmann@veolia.com 
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Ring Neighborhoods 
Historic Route US 41 and Gateway to Milwaukee, the 
district’s two business improvement districts, invested 
$14,000 in cameras to give away to establish Ring 

Neighborhoods in the Garden 
District. A rollout with the 
Sixth Police District occurred 
on November 8th. The Ring 
doorbell contains a camera and 
microphone that will connect to 
your smartphone via wi-fi. You can 
then see who is at your door and 
speak to them from anywhere. You 
can also have footage of activity 
on the street stored in the Cloud. 
Ring groups or neighborhoods 

can share information between residents, and footage 
can be shared with the police. For more information, 
contact the Police District’s Community Liaison Officers 
at 935-7198. ■

Update on Crime 
 
In my last newsletter, I wrote that crime in the Garden 
District had gone up for eight consecutive months and 
then crime statistics had stopped coming. Leading the 
increase was theft from motor vehicles and theft of motor 
vehicles. I also stated that, at the time of my writing, it 
seemed that anecdotal evidence was saying that crime 
had stopped going up. 

While I inquired with the police department and objected 
to the lack of a working reporting system, the police 
administration worked to get some data to me. A report 
showing crime in the 13th district 2017 vs 2018 through 
August 21 indicated violent crime was down 13% from 
104 offenses in 2017 to 90 this year and property crime 
down 23% from 601 to 453. 

The data said auto theft for the year was still up 9 over 
the 132 from the same time last year. Theft from motor 
vehicle was down 30% from 136 to 95. Burglary was 
down 34% and robbery down 26%. Although the data 
carried the warning that the 2018 data had a higher 
margin of error, the number of offenses we heard of 
seemed to be less than during the time of rising crime. 

I will continue to push MPD to get their crime-reporting 
system up and running to give us the most accurate data 
to work on safety. Meanwhile, report crime to the police. 
If they don’t hear about it, they cannot know that there is 
a problem to address in a neighborhood. ■

Walgreens and others shift their 
taxes to you 
 
You may have heard about “Dark Stores” in the news 
but not paid any attention to it. Walgreens took a tax 
assessment case to the Wisconsin Supreme Court 
claiming that their building with the business in it 
should be assessed the same as the closed store (or 
“Dark Store”) down the street.  They won that case. 
Other businesses followed suit, including over 100 in 
Milwaukee. Recently a Walgreens store in West Allis 
went up for sale for $5.7 million.  It was the same store 
that was involved in a court case they won to reduce the 
assessed value of that building to $1.8 million. If they pay 
less in taxes, they shift the tax burden to you. A list is on 
my web site.

What can you do to change this windfall?  The state 
legislature can correct this by passing a law, but none 
have made it out of committee. Ask your State Senator 
and State Representative to support legislation to close 
the Dark Store tax loophole. They will know what you are 
talking about.  Businesses will say that prices will go up 
if they have to pay their fair share of taxes, but did their 
prices go down when they won court cases? Last year 
businesses residing in the City and taking advantage 
of this loophole in State law were able to have their 
properties marked down by a whopping $100 million! 
The taxes on that $100 million were instead shifted onto 
the home owners of Milwaukee. Not fair! ■



7

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS 18AUTUMN

200 E. Wells St.   |   Milwaukee, WI 53202   |   286-8537   |   milwaukee.gov/district13   |   twitko@milwaukee.gov

MPD Officer Felix, Alderman Witkowski and the Garden District 
Neighborhood Association Chair, Connie Wilson were in 
attendance at the 4th Annual National Night Out on August 15th.

Cooper Elementary School staff and students pose with my 
legislative aide, Scott Spiker, after Cooper’s annual Fall Parade 
on Halloween. That’s Principal Jennifer Doucette under the tiger 
head next to Scott!

Lead 
 
Lead pipes and lead in the water has furnished some 
community groups and elected officials a platform for 
publicity. The fact of the matter is that—unlike Flint, 
Michigan—Milwaukee has put a chemical in the water 
for years to prevent lead from leaching out of the pipes. 
This was the major problem in Flint that caused elevated 
blood levels.

The State of Wisconsin and the USA is full of pipes made 
of lead, leading to homes. Some are in the street, but 
most are on private property—put there by the developer 
of the home—and are part of the home owner’s property. 
Pipes inside homes have lead. Copper pipes often used 
lead solder connections.  

The largest lead problem leading to elevated lead levels 
in children comes from lead paint in a home and poor 
maintenance. Lead affects children‘s brain development 
and those under six have the biggest hazard. No lead 
in the bloodstream is safe. Therefore, the City advises 
flushing water for three minutes before drinking if the 
water has not been used for long periods of time. It 
advises homes with children under six, women who are 
pregnant and those of child-bearing age up to 45 to use 
lead filters on drinking faucets.

Studies show that the presence of lead in the water 
increases for up to six weeks if lead lines are worked 
on. You can check to see if your home has lead laterals 
going into your home at the Water Works website: 
https://city.milwaukee.gov/water/WaterQuality/Lead-
Awareness-and-Drinking-Water-Safety/Lead-Service-
Line-Records#. I did and found that the homes I lived 
in until age six had lead lines and that the homes my 
children grew up in had them as well. By the way, my 
children are now adults and one has a bachelor’s degree 
and two have master’s degrees. ■

One click to resources!
milwaukee.gov/HousingHelp

• homeowners
• home buyers
• investors/non-profits

https://city.milwaukee.gov/water/WaterQuality/Lead-Awareness-and-Drinking-Water-Safety/Lead-Service-Line-Records
https://city.milwaukee.gov/water/WaterQuality/Lead-Awareness-and-Drinking-Water-Safety/Lead-Service-Line-Records
https://city.milwaukee.gov/water/WaterQuality/Lead-Awareness-and-Drinking-Water-Safety/Lead-Service-Line-Records
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Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District
200 E. Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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SPIKER SPECIAL

Be a block-head! 
Remember when neighbors used to look out for each other?  

Remember when you knew who lived on your block? 

Remember when neighbors stuck together and got things 
done for the greater good?

A lot has changed over the years, but the ingredients of a 
good neighborhood haven’t. You need residents who care 
about their area and what goes on in it. You need a way for 
them to connect with each other and accomplish things that 
can’t be done by one or two people working on their own.

How do you make that happen? Here’s an idea. Adopt 
your block. Be willing to be the point person who shares 
information with other residents in your little neck of the 
woods. Be willing to work with others on accomplishing 
shared goals that benefit you all.

Or be willing to help that person. It doesn’t have to be 
a full-time job, or even a half-time one. Just be willing to 
share with them whatever you have the time and energy 
to share.

Let’s start with crime, but let’s not end there. There are 
social activities, too, that are more fun and will draw in 
even more people.

If you want to be a part of this—or learn what those who 
do are up to!—give me your name, block (e.g., 3700 block 
of S. 15th Place), and contact information, and I’ll do my 
best to connect you with others who care about their 
neighborhoods and want to keep them a nice place to live.

Scott Spiker (pictured above with his family)
email: blockheadSPIKER@gmail.com
phone (home): (414) 243-0446 ■
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