Jail Huber Meeting

September 19, 2011

Minutes

Present (signed in):  Inspector Rich Schmidt (chair)(MCSO),  Holly Patzer  (vice-chair)(WCS), Jeff Altenberg (Dist. Atty. Office), Rick Ceschin (County Bd),  Noni Guillonta (MSDF), Pete Koneazny (Legal Aid Society), Floyd Mitchell (MSDF), ,Dep. Insp. Kevin Nyklewicz, (MCSO), Marilyn Walczak (CA/J2K) Mike Williams (Probation & Parole). 

I..  Review of August Minutes.  [no objections to minutes]

II.  Update/Report by Inspector Schmidt on Inmate Health ?Medical Services

Insp. Schmidt reported on meetings held on the issue of community concerns over medical and mental health treatment at the Jail and South Facility.  Medical monitor Dr. Ronald Shansky had met with concerned stakeholders and communicated concern to the Sheriffs’ department.  Issues centered on delays in treatment and in medications with particular focus on those with mental illness.  Koneazny gave some background as to complaints being raised from February and March when mental health treatment concerns were brought to his attention during EBDM meetings attended by people whose clientele overlaps that of the Jail/HOC.  Concerns escalated over reports of turnover in key positions and overall staffing and uncertainties as to medical director and possible privatization through the summer months. 

Inspector Schmidt and Dep. Inspector Nyklewicz stated interest in forming a sub-committee of Jail/Huber to address medical/mental health concerns and to better communicate policies and to share information/hear concerns of the community.  

Pending the sub-committee meeting, Inspector Schmidt and Dep. Insp. Nyklewicz provided the following contacts to be used by those in other agencies to communicate and resolve concerns as to medical/mental health care: 

· First contact: 
Monica Pope Wright (Nursing Dir.) -  226-7139

· If necessary – Dep. Inspector . Nyklewicz -  226-7059 -  235-6774

· If necessary -  Inspector Schmidt -  278 4342 

Inspector Schmidt reported on the following developments in the medical area: 

· Dr Roger Benson.  was welcome return to working in the Jail

· Dr. Allison Benthal is new doctor who is working in the Jail

· There are two doctors at the South facility

· Changes in psychiatry staffing

· One psychiatrist has left (had been source of some concern for psych medication practices I(reducing medication)

· Using a “head hunter” to try to locate a chief psychiatrist

III,  Subcommittee Reports

· Tom Reed reported ton EBDM mental health.  The consultants are working w/ local representatives and are strongly invested in Milwaukee’s success.  Future involves linking EBDM  to work on Univesal Screening and CIT training.

· Book/Release is being looked at between MPD and Sheriff

· “Alternatives team” is meeting every 2nd and 4th Tuesday in room 609

· Universal screening training for courts and SPD  -  last week of September.

· Dosage-based sentencing: DOJ grant request pending.  Work is on hold.  EBDM group hopes to have pilot project of 150.  Consultant Ms. Carter to be in Milwaukee in September or October.

· The Chief Judge will be presenting these Council issues to the Board in budget listening sessions.

IV.  New Item – Huber changes. 

Sheriff is planning to move Huber population to South facility.  At present 150 Huber inmates leave the facility daily, with 80-100 leaving for work (others for child care, school, etc. )  Expect to have this transition to South by December 1st.  One facet of this switch is that Huber inmates are on their own to find transportation to/from Franklin.  Sample of comments/concerns expressed: 

· Judiciary is concerned Rick C. to put a group together to investigate options.

· Concern for lack of planning – truncated planning in 2009, now an abrupt announcement of new approach.

· Is there a certain # for how many beds are needed? 

· County is looking at transportation options.  

· Dep. Insp. Nyklewicz reported that the ride issue seems to be less important to the Huber inmates than some might expect,  he will work w/ Rick C. re data and options. 

V.  New Business/Miscellaneous – MJS report on Sheriff’s plan for Tasers.  

Concern expressed that Sheriff has reported that assaults are rare and that the population is well controlled, but has now emphasized that assaults are a serious problem. 

· Supervisors have already had Tasers

· Assaults are rare, but issue arose over one officer who seriously hurt four officers.  Sheriff wanted swift action. 

· Discussion deferred to next meeting.

Next meeting – Monday, October 17, 2011. 8am, Jail Administration Conf. Room. 

